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Message

Passion

Someone once said Owithout passion all/l
motivates us to enjoy working with our horses physically, mentally and spiritually. It also pr
us to pursue our common pas8itrail riding. Passion also motivates us to engage in someth
bigger than ourselvesSTA.

By following our passion and becoming involved in our projects and missions for our organi
we literally create a future for ourselves and others to continue to enjoy trail riding. Becomi
part of Floridads history and becoming p3
future through their trail riding experiences is a gift each of us gives to trail riders today and
the future through our individual <contri

When we believe that shaping the future for trail riders is an opportunity, each opportunity ¢
sented to us puts each of us in a positi
about 6 becoming involved? Will we O0show
ject or a ride to raise funds for a project?

Choices. Think of a choice someone made along the way in your own equine experience t
your passion for trail riding into action. Perhaps they chose to pick you and your horse up i
trailer to go riding. That 0 s dtake themgidingftakec 3
them to a work day take them to a meeting. Think

about the choices you, as an individual, have made (i

will make) that created the opportunity for another to

experience your same passion for trail riding. How di

these choices, when you reflect on them, make you fi

What is it about having made such a choice that caus

you to feel that way? Why are these experiences ont

you remember?

We are all very fortunate to be in a place and time to
enj oy pursuing our passi
the meeting of opportuni
we each preparing (getting involved) for the future for
trail ridersd including ourselves?

See you on the trail,

Sue Noyes
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Project Updates

Apalachicola National Forest Trails

Progress has been made! On March 25, 2Q4®, Grant Jill Hough, Sue Noyesand Linda Vausemet with

Marcus Beard, Harold Shenk and Cathy Briggs of the USFS to discuss the status of the NEPA process for o
trail project and the potential outcome of recommendations for public input. The USFS process calls for proj
ing only what they think they can develop and maintain by themselves. Because of this, the NEPA team is
ommending one trail out of each of their three approved trailheads that will be connected to each other. Afte
much discussion, it was agreed to include the connector trail to Ft. Braden so we can continue momentum re
ing a proposed campground at Lake Talquin State Forest. We will also get more than 31 miles of trail as this
the amount we gave up when we released the Vinzant trail system to motorized use. They also said once th
public notice process begins, they have the ability to modify decisions based on public input which could lea
more trail mileage. We have also reached agreement on STA developing temporary trails using aluminum
markers and the USFS has provided this to us in writing. All things considered, STA will enter the public not
process in pretty good shape. The USFS expects this to occur in two or three months. Our mission will be t
garner much public support in writing from our local community and elsewhere. The pressure will be on as tl
comment period is 30 days. STA will prepare sample letters to aid members not only in writing their own lett
of support but also to get the public to participate on our behalf.

Phipps Park

Sue Noyesand Susan Szymanskinet with Tyler Macmillan (NWFWMD) and Jimbo Herring (City of Tallahas-
see) on March 26, 2010, regarding a marked horse trail at Phipps Park that avoids gravel roads and a new
short trail through the woods in the SW corner of the park. At the April 24 workday, we will mark a section of
trail that was laid out nearly two years ago in the NW corner but not completed due to lack of appropriate
markers. We now have the markers to put up and we will also flag the proposed trail routes mentioned abov
At a future date, we will be working to develop a trail for us from the existing horse trail at Phipps to the trails
at Maclay Gardens. Meetings are needed with several different entities before this phase of the project can
get underway.

TallahasseeSt. Marks Rail Trail

Rick Halvorsen, manager of the trail, reports the new circle drive and pull through parking spaces have been
clearcut. Roatbase material has been ordered to cover the stubs left after the-cléaand to create a
good surface to drive on. The work will be completed by the end of May and opened for our use
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El Destino Benefit Ride, May 1, 2010, 10 a.m.

This yeards benefit ride is to raise funds for a
will pay $15 to ride this beautiful plantation that has not been open to the public before and get a nice lunch.
If you just show up the day of the ride, you will pay $20. Two rides are offered: 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. You ma
ride both or one, depending on your desires, but lunch is included either way. Directions: From Lloyd, trave
3.5 miles south on SR 59 and look for the STA sign on west side of road. From Perry or Crawfordville, trave
Apalachee Parkway to SR 59; turn north and go about 1.5 miles; look for the STA sign on west side of road.
Ride contactsSue Noyes893-0277, Susan Szymanski339-3656; day of ride: Sue Noyes 548438

Apalachicola National Forest, Rivers Road Area, May 9, 2010, 9:30 a.m.

This will be a 3 to 3 ¥ hour ride on a trail we hope to get approved by the USFS. You will see our temporary
markings which several of our members helped to put up. We will travel-omt twads and see many dif-

ferent forest habitats and some beautiful lakes. Directions: Go 1.2 miles south of Capital Circle on Crawforc
ville Hwy. Turn right (west) on Rivers Road and go to the end of pavement and park under the power line. R
contact:Lyn Grant562-0241; day of ride 556-9730.

Alford Arms, May 22, 2010, 9:30 a.m.

Come join us for a 2 %2 to 3 hour ride through open fields, down shaded dirt roads and some single track trail
Directions: FromrlD, take Exit 209A and head west on US 90 about 1.5 miles to Pedrick Rd. Turn left and
continue until you reach the greenway. Horse trailer parking is to the right. Ride Guadbye8393-

0277; day of ride 545-8438.

Joe Budd WMAS Sunday, June &, 2010 @ 9:00 a.m.

This will be a 3 hour ride and we will offer several options to return to the trailers for those that prefer a
shorter ride. This area has all types of terrain including jeep trails, firebreaks, planted fields, wooded single
track trails, creek crossings and a couple of bridges. Depending on the rainfall there is always a chance of
mud and water. Directions: Travel west on Hwy 90 to Midway, turn left on CR 268 (Store on corner), travel Z
miles and look for the management area sign on the left, turn left on Peters Road, after the pavement ends
take the fork to the right. Parking is on the left across from the check station. If you need mor&iugo call
anne (850) 627-9212 or day of ride (850) 5104635.



Page Member of the month Hoofprints

Jeannie & Tommy Barrett

Jeannie and Tommy started riding again, about 6 years ago, after many years of rarely sitting on the back of a horse
because they were working and raising their family.

the yard work and house maintenance has suffered. As
Jeannie started riding so |long ago she candt even re
and Tommy started riding when he was abeli©9Jeannie was living in Tallahassee on Fred George Road when Fred
George Rd. didndt have a name, but the only people |

their house and there was nothing but woods between her house and U.S. 27 a.k.a. North Monroe. Jeannie says they
never had fancy horses and knew nothing about complete feeds, horse blankets, fly masks and floating teeth. They ro
their horses hell bent for leather through the fields around Fred George Road (not named yet), Mission Road, Govern

Cal dwell 6s place between Mission Rd and Ol d Bainbrid
Summitt when they moved in across the road. They had real horses!! They actually gave her a horse and she was als
their babysitter. The Summittds started The Mission

It was mostly kids from the Northwest area that would ride over to the Summitts. No horse trailers! Jeannie used to bal
race their horses, and also showed a marvelous Appal
DaddydO could be a very intimidating stud and most o
has Daddy6O to thank for having a wife who is never

mi ght know what | 6m talking about. Tommyds early day

in Virginia and was fortunate to have family friends who owned a working farm which also included Shetland ponies ar
horses. We roamed those hills on the back of those mean Shetland ponies and occasionally were allowed to ride the &
horses. The interest was renewed abelity@ars ago when Tommy took a business trip to Colorado for 2 weeks and
went riding on a guest ranch over the weekend. When he came home and told Jeannie how much fun it would be to g
back into horses, she was overjoyed although surprised. She said she always wondered if Tommy might hit that middl
age crisis and yearn for a red Corvette, or worse, a 25 year old. He told her that after 40 years with her, any 25 year
old would be dull and boring. Jeannie says oln all p
not near as much fun.

Our most memorable experience with horses was 5

years ago when we spent a week in Wyoming at the

ranch owned by Nate & Maecile Brown. Nate took us

riding 6 straight days and they were not short days

either . Nate was a Ohorse whispererdé or ocliniciant
no one ever knew that phrase in his days. Twice we

saw him at a full gallop, running across the range while

we were following right beside him. Nate was 84!

He is still riding at 89 because we recently read an
article about him participating in a cross country horse
camping trip. So we use Nate as our reminder when we
have a few aches and pains, to persevere and never
give up the spirit for what you love to do.

Last of all, thanks to all of the STA members we have
met over the past few years and accepted us with
warm hearts and friendly smiles. Thanks to all of you
who have donated your time and energy to blaze the
trails and to also lobby the powers to be, so that we
have access to these wonderful lands around Tallahas-
see.



