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Promoting and developing equestrian trails
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As | begin a second term as your President, | have been reflecting on our history a
advocate for trails and on STA as an organization. At the end of 2008, we were in
transitional stage. We hadndét had a
quently, we had evolved into a social riding club. You know what | mean, go on a f
club rides, attend quarterly meetings and work days if there was food, and pay you
dues. I n ot her words, i f there wasnd
nothing was really demanded of us as a member.

When the opportunity came along for STA to develop some new trails, it caused a
in the clubd6s consciousness. I n the
and use/maintain new trails. Then the realization dawned that it takes personal in
ment to undertake new projects and be successful. STA struggled with this reality
rose to the occasion. The result has been a tremendous effort given to the St. Ma
River State Park and the Apalachicola National Forest trails projects.

During the transition, some folks in STA were concerned the club was taking on m:
projects that could be overwhel mi ng,
600s This really hit home, as

meaning more youthful members, who will stand ready to assume Ieadershlp posn
that STA keeps moving

happen over night; they are a long term investm

In this newsletter, you will discover what STA ha

done to enhance our future as an organization a

trails advocate.

Letds keep up the goot
vide more trail riding opportunities in the Tallaha
see area and grow our club.

See you on the trails,

Sue Noyes
President
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Project Updates

Apalachicola National Forest

Initial feedback from Cathy Briggs, project supervisor, indicates the NEPA ID team is concerned the USFS d
ndt have the manpower and f und.i-migg tral systdmddr éqoestriansh r o
It is unclear at this time what will be proposed by the USFS. STA has requested a meeting with Marcus Bea
head of the forest. STA is also developing an action plan to assure we obtain the most mileage we can base
on our mutual commitment with the USFS and DOF to develop a connected trail system to benefit a propose
campground at Lake Talquin State Forest.

St. Marks River State Park

A site visit was conducted in late January for planners to become familiar with the park. The resource mana
ment component of the unit management plan is due March 15. It will establish management zones based c
the biology of the park land. Prescribed burns are planned to assist in reestablishing natural communities. -
gps trail data we submitted will be included in the land use component. The park is currently open for the p
|l icds wuse.

Phipps Park

The new pink markers for the horse trail have been received and accepted by Chuck Goodheart. A workday
to mark the trail will be planned in April.

Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway

Sue Noyesattended the February 17 meeting of the Friends of the Miccosukee Greenway and learned the
Tallahassee Electric Department is still using the Edenfield Road access for the transmission line project to \
up | oose ends. By the time the wrap up is compl
damage to the greenway created by the large equipment they used for the project. The upgrading of the
Edenfield trailhead is now complete; it added 12 new parking spaces to the existing 50. Events requiring mc
than 50 spaces can be accommodated up to a total of 100 cars. A bid will be let soon to upgrade the trail
surface from Edenfield to Thornton Road to meet federal guidelines and to reduce future maintenance costs.
grant application for $250,000 (to be matched by the county) will go before the county commissioners on Fel
ruary 23. The grant is for upgrading the trail to federal standards from Thornton Road trailhead to Crump
Road. A discussion took place on the Arendell Road access point for-teé0idy property just north of

the greenway at-iL O . Arendel |l residents are concerned t he
their neighborhood road to gain access to US 90 as well@sahd disrupt their rural culture. An alternative
route is being investigated through private property on the south side of Miccosukee Road to divert traffic to
Thornton Road. However, the widening project underway on US 90 includes an island to prevent left turns fi
Arendell Road. The city is conducting a tree location survey on Miccosukee Road to help them decide on wl
road access point they want to request. A reainout at Arendell Road has been suggested to eliminate a



left turn lane from Miccosukee Road. As far as a comp plan amendment is concerned, it is unclear if the city
needs to submit one if they utilize the existing 400 ft. easement at Arendell Road. If they do need one, it mu
be submitted sometime in March.

Tallahassee to St. Marks Rail Tralil

Sue Noyesnet wi t h DEP&s OGT Miles Bhiverpn FBbruark 18 kb aiscuss mew parkinga n
for equestrians at the Wakulla Station Trailhead. Since we rode out of there last summer, amenities for othe
types of recreational uses have been expanded and infringe on the existing equestrian parking area. Conse
guently, equestrian parking will be relocated to enhance safety of all users of the trailhead and provide shadk
for our rigs and horses. The state owns 26 wooded acres to the north of the trailhead and will use part of it t
create pulthrough spaces. Only those trees preventing ease of parking and tacking up a horse will be re-
moved. A safer exit from the new equestrian area is also being considered and has the added benefit of
avoiding costly revisions to a swale area that moves water from the site during heavy rainfalls.

Iltems of Interest

Red Hills Horse TrialsMarch 57. http://www.rhht.org

Withlachoochie Trail Ride March 1921. http://mcculleyfarms.com/

This will be your last newsletter unless
you renew your membership!

Visit our website
www.southerntrailriders.orgto
download an application form.



http://www.rhht.org
http://mcculleyfarms.com/
http://www.southerntrailriders.org/

Alford Arms, March 14, 2010, 12:00 Noon.

This will be a 2 1/2 to 3 hr ride through open hay fields and through wooded canopiediadstions FrorilD take
Exit 209A heading west on Hwy 90. Continue on 90 about 1.5 miles Turn left on Pedrick Rd. Continue on Pe
you will dead end into the greenway. Horse trailer parking to the right.

Ride contacBusan Szymanski850)339-3656.

St. Marks Rail Trail, March 20, 2010, 10:00 a.m.

This will be a thredour ride. We will proceed down the rail trail's horse trail to the county park and then ride out into
the national forest on the way back to the trailhe&ide contactSue Noyes393-0277; day of ride 545-8438.

Directions: The trailer parking area is just south of Capital Circle off Woodville Hwy. Use the entrance at the
new traffic light to turn into the apartment complex and then immediately turn left and follow the signs with th
truck and horse trailer to the parking area under the power lines.

Phipps Park, March 28, 2010, 10:00 a.m.

Quarterly Meeting and Ride, We will ride for a couple of hours. Bring your own lunch to eat after the ride.
We will then have our quarterly meeting. Ride CorsaetNoyes393-0277; day of ride 545-8438.
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Board Member of the MonthAlice Crum

My first word was probably ohorsedé. And it wil!/l
crazy Mom, who was never able to have a critter of her own, but instilled in me a love and respect for the
horse.

I never had a horse while growing up, which dic
around extensively and with four kids in the fafidyhorse was a luxury that could not be accommodated or
afforded.

When | finally graduated from college and got my first real job, my only goal was my elusive horse. | first
took many riding lessons in Classical Dressage with a rigid taskmaster from England. The whip she carried v
not for the horses! Then | worked for a Canadian Olympic rider in exchange for lessons. | was going to be fu

prepared for oMy Horsedé. | finally found him in
And a bargain at that! How could I have |l ucked
raging thru my veins, | really didndot see this h

me a lot as he was barn sour, foundered, cribbed, was allergic to oats and, as we found out later, had epi-
lepsy. To make a long story short, he was sold to a good home and | started acquiring much better Quarter
Horses who also taught me that this was what | was born for. Some came from the King Ranch in Texas anc
some from the racing lines of Go Man Go.

| continued lessons, showing and generally enjoying my horses. | spent time working for a trainer at a Qu
ter Horse track in New York and my farm became the stop over from track to home for many horses on their
way to other careers or as broodmares. My racing experience really opened my ayesnot in a good
way.

During this time | experienced a
horrible riding accident that changed
the course of my riding career forever. |
was dragged underneath a running
horse for quite a ways and injured
badly. After this, riding became
ostaying alive on top of a horsed. The
joy was gone and had been replaced
by an uncontrollable fear and dread.
What was | to de| loved these critters,
but I f ydwhatdadtthe degoint?

The answer came in the form of a
wizened old man who needed help at a
driving show. He was physically chal-
lenged and needed someone to do his
running and to help him get ready for



