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SOUTHERN TRAILRIDERS ASSOCIATION

Promoting and developing equestrian trails

dent 6s Message

A Successful Benefit Ride

Pr esi

We have a lot to be thankful for regarding our benefit ride at El Destino Plantation on May
You will recall that we had heavy rainstorms up until the wee hours of the morning and awo
cloudy skies that looked threatening for more rain. However, the radar was clear and the d
sion was made to 0GO FOR [ To. Needl ess
come for the event and raised over $1,200 for a future campground in our area.

Special thanks and acknowledgment go to the following for their help in putting on this eve
Gem Land Company, owned by the Ingalls family, for allowing the event to be held at El Dg
Plantation. 2) Bill Yon, Manager of the Plantation, and Kent Yon and Jeff Arnold, our trail
guides, for making sure the riders got to experience spectacular views of this beautiful plan
3) Hilltop Country Store for the delici
delivered to participants at chedk 5) Susan Szymanski for checking everyone in, making s
we had enough food for lunch, and bringing the drinks and other essentials. 6) Howard La
for manning the liability form chetkbooth. 7) David Qualls, Suzanne Lane, and Ann Hazlip
parking everyone so efficiently. 8) Jim Hazlip for the traffic cones to direct everyone to the
parking area. 9) Frank Noyes for repairing the ride signs and putting them out and taking t
up, picking up the lunches and being available for last minute help. 10) Susan Szymanski,
Vause and Diane Purvis for setting up the lunches and helping clean up afterwards. 11) L
Grant and Ron Tuttle for supplying the ice, and 12) All the board members who brought the
desserts.

Those in attendance at lunch heard me share how El Destino Plantation was a catalyst for
mation of STA as we used to ride there many years ago-
then it went up for sale. The plantation is still beautiful &
our gratitude and appreciation for experiencing it again «
never be expressed properly! STA has a deep history ir
area and continues to work to create and maintain trails
us and equestrians in the future to enjoy. The proceeds
this benefit ride are an integral part in the development «
an equestrian campground in our area to complement o
trails systems. Your attendance at this ride is a testame
our dreams confirmation that they will come true! Your |
sonal support of STAds wo
group6s mission wil/l rema
Thank you for your contributions and dedication.

See you on the trail,

Sue Noyes




Project Updates
Apalachicola National Forest Trails

Sue Noyeswas invited to speak to the 25@ember Altoona Trail Riders in Eustis on May 6 regarding the trails
project STA is working on and its relationship to the development of an equestrian campground. This organi
tion trail rides and enjoys camping with their horses and is very active in their area promoting and developing
trails. Their response to the presentation was enthusiastic support for our projects.

Friends of the Miccosukee Greenway

A meeting was held on May 19; however, a quorum was not present. Consequently, general conversations
place and the following items are of interest to STA. 1) The county is beginning to research trail treadway m
terial to use under10 and on the slopes on either side to avoid erosion. A rtldmsd material was passed
around for input, especially as it pertains to horses. The material is suitable for vehicular traffic and is perme
able; however, it may be slippery for horses on the slopes. A request has been submitted to the manufactur
for input from completed projects as it relates to equestrians. No decision will be made on this particular ren
vation for at least a year. 2) A management plan committee is expected to be appointed by the county som
time in the Fall as the management plan must be reviewed and amended by 2012. 3) Expansion of the mel
bership of Friends to include neighborhood associations located near the greenway will be a future topic for
the Friends.

Phipps Park

The workday scheduled for April 24 to begin marking the horse trail was rained out. Another workday will be
scheduled soon and posted in the newsletter.

[ )
Rivers Road Trailhead

Lyn putting up the first marker on the Silver
Trail at the Rivers Road Trailhead.

Sue showing off the new markers.
. A ;




June 20 Board MeetingContact a board member for more information if you would like to attend.

June 6- Joe Budd WMA, 9:00 a.m.

This will be a 3 hour ride and we will offer several options to return to the trailers for those that prefer a
shorter ride. This area has all types of terrain including jeep trails, firebreaks, planted fields, wooded single
track trails, creek crossings and a couple of bridges. Depending on the rainfall there is always a chance of m
and water. Directions: Travel west on Hwy 90 to Midway, turn left on CR 268 (Store on corner), travel 2.4 mil
and look for the management area sign on the left, turn left on Peters Road, after the pavement ends take th
fork to the right. Parking is on the left across from the check station. If you need moreSoanak Lane

(850) 627-9212 or day of ride (850) 5104635.

June 26- St. Marks Rail Trad Moonlight Ride, 8:00 p.m.

Directions: The trailer parking area is just south of Capital Circle off Woodville Hwy. Use the entrance at the
new traffic light to turn into the apartment complex and then immediately turn left and follow the signs with th
truck and horse trailer to the parking area under the power liéde Contact.inda Vause(850) 668-2395

or (850) 5441900.

July 10- Quarterly Meeting, 12:00 Noon.

Need to RSVP by July 5 8usan Szymanskir Sue NoyesJulie's Pladeestaurant and B&901 North Mon-
roe Street Tallahassee, FL 32303 (850) 38@81. Look for more information in the July Newsletter.

July 1506 17 d Southeastern Equestrian Trails Confere(SETCAtlanta, Georgia.

http://www.southeasterneguestriantrails.com/



http://www.juliesplace.net/
http://www.southeasternequestriantrails.com/

Joel Lay

My first memories of horses come from my grandfather putting me
his pride and joy quarter horse hamed Rocky Mach to my grandfa- ,,;-,“,-
ther's chagrin, Rocky reared, threw his head back and gave me a bI :
nose. | stayed on and was hooked. Growing up in Lakeland Florida, {#
family made many weekend trips to The Sky View Ranch in Pasco
where an American Saddle Bred horse named Samba and | becamg
companions. At the age of 10 | would wake up at sunrise to go for ri§
the orange groves and woods before anyone else would wake up.
ken collar bone and lots of spills did not dampen my love for this wi
ful horse.

ter, 7 years old at the time, loves to remind me of this one.

In 2000 my wife Barbara and | were living in Schaumburg, lllinois and
decided to move back to Tallahass&¥e put out some feelers and our dreams were answered. We purchased a 25
acre place with two horses, needing lots of work and bordering the Wakulla State Forest. A few years after that | was
able to meet my second dream horse Tulip, a 6 year old Tennessee Walker mare. When | first saw Tulip at a Georgia
horse broker, she was not well, looked a little dorky and was extremely underweight. When | saw her move she becan
interesting. When | got on her back, | was sold. Tulip with little training was smooth and responded to the lightest toucl

As luck would have it, Tulip and | kept running into a group of riders in the Wakulla State Forest who graciously invited
to join their ride. This group proved to be a great source of equine information but not always the best sense of directio
In another lucky break, The Southern Trail Riders and Sue Noyes invited me to become a member of STA; how could
fuse?

Tulip



