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Presidentos Messag

Despite rainy conditions, a lot of folks turned out for the annual dinner/meeting on [
cember 12. They mingled with friends and met new ones while exchanging stories
also looked at rough draft maps of trail GPS data STA provided to the Apalachicola
National Forest and the St. Marks River State Park officials. A fruit and cheese ap
tizer was followed by a delicious meal prepared right before our eyes by Eric Pellet
The desserts were many and absolutely delicious. Thanks go to Eric and all who
vided desserts as well as other appetizers. After dinner, we held a short meeting f
election of officers and directors for 2010 and a preliminary annual report of interes
statistics for 2009. (Look for a report elsewhere in the newsletter on the annual rey
Then, we raffled off lots of neat things. Many thanks dg/toGrant Linda Vauseand
her brotherDan, Eric Pelletig Jud Curtis Frank Noyesand Herb Rosinskyfor helping
with the decorations and getting the tables and chairs for the dinner/meeting. Tha
to Progress Energgnd theMorganfamily for providing the tables and chairs. We
also thanklrammel Blacland Linda Vausefor the coffee pots an&usan Szymanski
for picking up the raffle items. Thanks, als&ramk Noyesfor seeing that folks got
parked safely and all who helped with the cleam afterwards. We also thank
PetSmarand members who donated items for the raffle.

Our board is changing in 2010. We will say good byeJiad Curtis Chris Littlefield
and Susan Wilson They are longime board members and their expertise and histo
cal perspective will be missed. We thank them for their devotion through the years
the success of STA. We welcome three newcomers to the AbeedZrum Lyn Grant
and Howard Lawson Alice is our new Secretary

and Lyn and Howard will serve as board membe

We look forward to their new energy and perspe

tives on how STA will achieve its mission and th

them for their willingness to serve in 2010.

We also welcome back to the boarim Hazlip,

Jill Hough, Suzanne Lan@®iane Purvis Terri
Stallings Susan SzymanskiandLinda Vause.
They have been key to our success this year an
thank them for their willingness to continue to se
on the board.

As your president, | thank you for your vote of cc
dence and welcome your input on issues facing
club as we begin a new year. | will continue to ¢
vote my efforts to the success of STA.

See you on the tralil
Sue Noyes, President




2009 ANNUAL REPORT

The following information was compiled by Suzanne Lane:

STA sponsored 46 events in 2009:
4 workdays
26 rides (two rained out)
1 campout
2 quarterly meetings with rides
1 fun day on a trail obstacle course
12 board meetings.

Other interesting statistics from STA sponsored events in 2009:
Total workday hours (members and guests): 179 = $3,490.50 economic value
Biggest workday: St. Marks River State Park 2/7/09: 20 participants
Most workday hoursSusan Szymanskd 15.5
Total ride hours (members and guests): 1,029
Biggest ride: Ring Oak Plantation 5/2/09: 50 riders
Most ride hourskyn Grantd 55.5

The following information was compiled by Sue Noyes and is calculated through December 16:
Non-sponsored activities in 2009:

Earlier in the year we voted to provide recognition
game, such as attending meetings with local, state and federal officials, representing STA at meetings of other organiz
tions, prerides for hosted events and rides to propose trails for the new projects in the Apalachicola National Forest an:
St. Marks River State Park. The board agreed to recognize all the folks for their efforts in the newsletter, so thanks to
of you! Here is the data as of December 16:

Member Meeting Hours Ride Hours Total
Jenette Curtis 16 19 35
Jud Curtis 18 19 37
LouAnn Demont- 6 6
Lyn Grant 7 72 79
Reesha Gruender -- 10.5 10.5
Ann Hazlip -- 7 7
Jim Hazlip 23 7 30
Jill Hough 12 71 83
Julie Hough 8 53 61
Howard Lawson 1 -- 1
Chris Littlefield 8 -- 8
Christina McNamee - 7.5 7.5
Rich McNelis -- 5 5
Yvonne Michaud -- 28.5 28.5

Sue Noyes 104 79 183



Member

Sonny Peters
Julie Proctor
Diane Purvis
Donna Ritter
Herb Rosinsky
Nancy Stephens
Susan Szymanski
Cathy Thomas
Ron Tuttle

Linda Vause

Dick Wilhelm
Erika Wilson
Susan Wilson
Guests

Michelle Churchard
Carol Dalton
Melodie Johnson
Kathy McDermott
Trip Painter
Arlene Petranis

Julie (Tripods

Forest Vickery
Marina Condrey

Totals

Four riders rode more than 70 houktyn Grant, Jill Hough, Sue Noyesd Susan Wilson
STA Membership: We began 2009 with 21 single, family and business memberships and ended with 85.

Meeting Hours

283

These work hours are worth $19,012.50 in value for matches toward future grants to help us with the development of
trails and campground projects. Add in the regular workdays and the total becomes $22,503.00!
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Project Updates

Apalachicola National Forest Trails System

STA is currently revising and adding to the draft maps provided by the USFS of the trail systems out of the four appro\
trailnead sitesWe expect to have these back to the USFS before the end of the year so the NEPA process can begin i
January 2010.Our members have worked very hard to produce this data for our proposed trails spstienv.are the

riding hours contributed in 2009 for each trailhead system:

Aenon Church Road/Cascade Lakes 16
Rivers Road 222
St. Marks Rail Trail Power Line 62.5
Spring Hill Road 301
601.5

St. Marks River State Park

STA has submitted preliminary gps trails data to the FPS on a proposeBdraji Burch, Park Manager, and members
of the planning staff will conduct ansite visit of this new park soddowever, they will not be able to follow the pro-
posed trail as it is old firebreaks and quite overgromnsome areasAlso, with the heavy rain recently, they will not be
able to cross the river to follow the proposed tr&lile hope to get some feedback from Barry after the first of the
year. Total ride hours for this new projec2009 were 37.

Meeting Held with Capital Regional Transportation Planning Authority

Sue Noyesattended a meeting with Harry Reed, Executive Director of the CRTPA, and his staff on December 16 to dis
cuss the road crossings necessary to hook up the proposed Apalachicola National Forest trails systems and the future
campground at Lake Talquin State Forest. The CRTPA has broadened its mission to include alternative modes of trar
tation and mentioned the Capital City to Sea Loop trail being promoted by Wakulla County Commission Chairman Hov
ard Kessler. They mentioned the possibility of grants being available for the crossings, especially for the 319/61 cross
ing to hook the Rivers Road trail system to the St. Marks Rail Trail Munson Hills area. This particular crossihg could a
considered for an overpass in the future. The CRTPA plans to invite all interested parties to a meeting in early 20010
that everyone can learn about others working on projects for economic and tourist development and alternative transp
tation.

Youth Equestrian Trails Expo

Lyn Grant Diane Purvis Sue Noyesand Linda Vauseattended meetings to develop the first ever equestrian trails expo
for middle and high school 4H and Pony Club youth. The event will be held February 6 at Ft. Braden and will consist c
educational stations and displays by various invited agencies, horse breeds and conservation groups. The intent is to
cate youth about horse trails and how to get trails approved, constructed and maintained. Volunteers will be needed t
help with the event which is beingsponsored by STA, DOF, OGT and USFS. Anyone wishing to help with this event
should contact the members listed above.
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Fort Braden Workday, January 9, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.

This work day will be on foot and orwheelers. We will be clearing the West loop trail, there are several
good sized trees that require a chain saw and some smaller trees and vines that hand saws and lopers will
do. Please RSVP 8usan SzymansHKby 1/8/10 at (850) 339 -3656 S.T.A.-Bhirts will be given to those

who come. Please bring your own lunch and drinks for afterwards.

January 150 18, Heart of Dixie Trailride in Troy, AL

A campout is planned at Heart of Dixie Trailride in Troy, AL the weekdaawéry 1506 18, 2010 There

are 10 campsites and 20 stalls reserved in STAOSs
day and it will be a fun weekend. The campground is well laid out, the bathrooms are clean and the stalls
are ample size for the horses to relax during the night. The best feature, however, is the beautiful trail sys-
tem! Please call 33870-0005 and make reservations by December 15 under the name of Southern Trail-
riders. This will require a deposit of $25.

Phipps, January 24, 2009, 1:00 p.m.

This is an easy 2 hour trail ride through wooded single track trails and through some open fields. This ride is
also cart friendly for those of you that like to drive. Your ride cont&etsan Szymanski850) 339-3656

St. Marks Lighthouse, January 30, 2009, 10:00 a.m.

Please join us foa threehour ride on this beautiful wildlife refug&€he whooping cranes will be wintering here but we
won't get to see them as they are secluded, but we'll see lots of ospreys, eagles\dhéigators. Ride Con-
tact: Sue Noyes893-0277 day of ride: 545-8438

STA Yahoo Group

Join our yahoo chat group on the internet. This is a way for members to converse with each
regarding horses for sale, other trail rides, horse related health information, hay for sale, etc
join the yahoo group, please go lutp://groups.yahoo.com/group/SouthernTrailride@ick on

tab o60Join This Groupdé. You wil/l be askec

=] gn i
to register. Once youbve done this, you cz= i st ot
dondét have to use Yahoo.) You get faster delivery

sion. If you only want to view emails periodically, use the Digest version. After you have joined, senfItiail to
ernTrailriders@yahoogroups.cdfryou have problems getting set up, please contact Cathy Tho@as at
Thom2@aol.com
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Annual Trash Piclup Day- Apalachicola National Forest

Saturday, February 27, 2010. Start tind8:00 AM 6 12:30 PM
Staging area: End of pavement of Rivers Raader thepower lines

Free lunch buffet, prepared by the Rivers Road Homeowners Asséallaticat 2012 Rivers Road (home of Sharon
Gray, organizer). Ouchallenge iso top the whopping 15.26 tons of trash collected on March 1, 2009. We can do it!

No RSVP necessary. Just shoanupmeand help as you are physicaliple.
Items to bring

Gloves

Pitchforks

Shovels

Paper feed sacks

Sense of humor
STA contacTwila Wilson(C: 2283937)

Directions to staging area

Go 1.25 mi south of Capital Circle on Crawfordville Hwy
Turn right (west) on Rivers Road (200 yds past the end of the grassy median)
Go to end of pavement (you'll see the parked cars of volunteers along side of road)

Agenda
Meet at Rivers Rd

Get instructions and updates from organizers
Relocatéo prearranged trash pickup sites (which is why you need to be on time!)
Return to Rivers Rd for buffet lunch (12:30 PM or so)
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Board Member of the MonthDiane Purvis || i S ——— > ¥y

Wel | , | donot really know ho
up in Indialantic which is on the east coast of Florida. | was not
exposed to horses much at that point in mlljtest knew | was
crazy about them! 1 just loved animals, period, and wanted to b
veterinarian when | grew up. When | graduated from high schog (
went to work for a veterinarian and when | received my first pa
check from him | bought my first horse for $150 and have owne
horse pretty much ever since, especially after moving to this are
one time | had five horses; now | am down to three horses and
key.

Several years ago | was fortunate enough to be able to go to a F= = :
ranch in Oregon for their winter roundup. That was the most ex -
riding | have ever done and, at times, the scariest but those ran:
horses handled the rocky steep terrain like there was nothing to
was on top of the world pushing, penning and sorting cows in th:=
beautiful rugged terrain of Oregon. b

Shortly after that | tried to find something meaningful to do with my
horsé| dondt show and have no desire to, but | want ed ¢
cutting; loved cutting, but it was out of my league. Then | met some folks who liked to ride long trail rides and was intrc
duced to trail riding and camping. Well, that was it. | rode with these folks for several years and have camped and rid-
den in some beautiful places. The horse yaodll wuswual/l
ridden many beautiful trails in eight states. We have ridden the beaches and the mountains, and earlier this year we ct
pleted the Florida Cracker Trail Ride. Now that | have had a taste of the west | have a dream of seeing the west from
horseback, hopefully before Penny and | are too old

to go.

About two years ago | joined STA and am so glad |

did. I had been riding the local trails but had no

idea these trails were possible because of the hard

work of the members of STA. What a great organi-

zation! Last year | was fortunate to be nominated to

be on the board and now | have an even better un-

derstanding and a greater appreciation for all the

hard work, time and effort that goes into these trails,

as well as ongoing and future projects. | have met

some terrific folks who have just taken me in and

been so kind. Everyone is so helpful and caring and

if there is a horse problem, someone usually knows

what to do about it. I am thankful for my new Ohorse
familyo and |l ook forward to new trails to explore!

Diane and Penny



