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Hoofprints 
Presidentõs Message 

What Kind of Trail System Will We Have? 

I had an opportunity to ride in Big South Fork (BSF) recently with my best friend, Ruth Reynolds, 

who loaned me one of her personal riding horses.  I know some of you have ridden at BSF but 

many of you havenõt.  BSF is a huge recreational area in TN and KY; the area we rode was near 

Jamestown, TN.  It is well known for having great trails for horseback riding.  The spine of the 

park is the O&W rail trail; it has trails to take you up to the ridge tops where you can have a 

beautiful vista view and others that wander through beautiful flora and fauna with creek cross-

ings.  We rode the O&W rail trail a couple of times from the new Mill Creek Trailhead and also 

rode out of the Cumberland Valley Trailhead in the North White Oak area.  The riding experi-

ences were quite different and by that I donõt just mean the terrain, since the rail trail is mostly 

flat.  Hereõs what I experienced riding that week. 

I had ridden the O&W rail trail before; however, when Ruth and I rode it at Thanksgiving, I re-

called an odor that would suddenly appear and then be gone.  Now anyone who trail rides loves 

to sense the different aromas in the woods but this smelled like sweaty horses or saddle pads.  I 

thought it was odd and asked Ruth if she smelled it, too.  She did and thought it had something to 

do with a type of tree that was dropping its leaves.  As I concentrated on the odor when it pre-

sented itself, I realized it couldnõt be a specific tree as they were basically the same all along the 

trail.  What could be causing the distinct odor?  I let my mind wander back to when the railroad 

line was being constructed and what it must have been like to work on it.  Horses and mules were 

used to do a lot of the heavy work back then and they were considered machines or tools.  They 

were worked extremely hard and put in long hours; sometimes they would die on the job because 

it was so strenuous.  Then it hit me ð could the areas where the sweaty horse or saddle pad odor 

exists be where they died?  The more I thought about it the more sense it made.  How would they 

get the animal out of the work area? There are shear 

rock walls on one side and a fast running creek full of 

boulders on the other side.   Most likely they just moved 

them out of the way.  So, what is the meaning of the 

odor?  Could the horses and mules who gave their lives in 

the construction of the railroad want to be remembered 

for their efforts by their ancestors who are now consid-

ered family? The next time I smelled that distinct odor, I 

thanked them for their hard work and service as we took 

a leisurely ride through this beautiful area. 

The trails out of the Cumberland Valley Trailhead were a 

different story.  They were put in by employees who 

worked for the Bowater Company, who owned the land 

before it became BSF.  The trails are beautiful and a 

pleasant aroma permeated the entire area.  It made me 

think of happiness and love.  As Ruth and I continued to 

ride, I began to understand the meaning of the atmos-

phere of the two different trail systems. 

What kind of trail system will we have? 

See you on the trail! 
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Project Updates 

 

Apalachicola National Forest Trail Systems 

The USFS officials are beginning the NEPA process on our proposed trails.  STA continues to submit more pro-

posed trails to get them into this environmental phase.  We are also submitting connector trails for each of the 

four trail systems and a proposal for the connector trail to Ft. Braden in Lake Talquin State Forest.  If we are 

timely, we will have all of the trails included in the current NEPA process and wonõt have to go through this 

again.  The process takes at least nine months.  Once we have completed the NEPA process STA should be able 

to begin marking the trails!  STA is preparing a Memorandum of Understanding and will present it to the USFS 

in the near future for their input. 

St. Marks River State Park 

The field trip for the officials of the FL Park Service continues to be postponed because of wet weather.  They 

have received the proposed trail STA submitted and talks are underway to develop another trail for this park. 

Phipps Park 

STA will be able to mark the new section of the horse trail in the near future.  The hold-up has been obtaining 

adequate markers.  The horse symbol on the first one was too small and the second batch was the wrong color. 

Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway 

Sue Noyes attended a meeting of the Friends of the Miccosukee Greenway on January 20.  The renovated 

Edenfield trailhead parking is now complete.  The Leon County Commissioners agreed to  match the funds for 

the state grant to renovate the trail from Edenfield to Thornton Road. It is expected that a contract for bid will 

go out soon.  The Friends approved a motion for Parks & Recreation to apply for another state grant to im-

prove the trail from Thornton Road to Crump.  The new grant will be about $500,000 due to the length of the 

renovation.  It will include a slanted slope on the east side of I-10 so that horses donõt have to climb slippery 

clay to get to the trail.  County commissioners also approved the access policy for Leon County parks that has 

been in the works for several months.   The access route for the city-owned property north of the greenway is 

still in limbo.  However, the focus has shifted from Thornton Road to the already approved Arendell Road ease-

ment.  Tom Tomasello has been hired by the Arendell Homeowners Assn. to represent their interests. 
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Items of Interest 

 

Youth Equestrian Trails Expo 

Plans are moving along quite well for the first-in-the-nation youth equestrian trails expo on February 6 at Ft. 

Braden from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Kids will learn how to go about getting a trail approved, how to plan the loca-

tion of the trail, the proper attire to wear and tools to use, and then they will work on a step terrace and a 

creek crossing.  On the return, they will learn about òLeave No Traceó and Trail Etiquette.  Eighty participants 

and exhibitors are expected.  STA has secured four food sponsors and is actively seeking others.  Volunteers 

are needed to help with this event.  STA will have an exhibit as well as the educational station dealing with trail 

etiquette and is also in charge of the food, which will consist of breakfast and lunch.  Anyone wishing to help 

should contact Sue Noyes (893-0277) or Lyn Grant (562-0241). 

Red Hills Horse Trials 

March 5-7 

http://www.rhht.org 

A call for Crossing Steward Volunteers for Cross County on Saturday! 

I have hung up my badge in regards to being the Co-Chairperson for the Crossing Stewards and have passed 

it to Candi Uren who is now in charge. 

She is in desperate need of volunteers with shifts running half day. This still provides ample time to watch and 

shop before or after your shift. It still includes the party on Thursday and where else can you see this caliber of 

horse and rider for the cost of your time?  

She also is in need of a few more jump judges and horse stoppers.  

Crossing Guard orientation will be on Sunday, February 28th @ 11:00 a.m. 

Please call Candi directly at 850-321-7991 or email her at candiuren@yahoo.com 

Thanks! Chris Littlefield 

http://www.rhht.org
mailto:mailto:candiuren@yahoo.com


Page 4 Hoofprints Future Hoofprints 

 St. Marks Lighthouse, January 31, 2009, 10:00 a.m. 
Please join us for a three-hour ride on this beautiful wildlife refuge.  The whooping cranes will be wintering here but we 

won't get to see them as they are secluded, but we'll see lots of ospreys, eagles, deer and alligators.  Ride Con-

tact:  Sue Noyes  893-0277 day of ride:  545-8438  

Scott Stokes Horsemanship & Cow Working Clinic - February 13, 14 and 15 - 

Problem Horses Welcome. Clinic Cost: $350. Cattle Fee: $25. Non-refundable $150 Deposit Required. Auditor Fee 

$25 day. Lunch $5 day - Sat & Sun. For more info contact: Suzanne Lane (850) 627-9212 or 

(850) 510-4635 or Scott and Jo Stokes (731) 799-3087, email: sjstokes@frontiernet.net web-

site: www.sbarjranch.com. 

Scott Stokes Ranch Roping Clinic - February 20 and 21- Clinic Cost: 

$275. Cattle Fee: $25. Non-refundable $150 Deposit Required. Auditor Fee $25 day. Lunch $5 

day - Sat & Sun. For more info contact: Suzanne Lane (850) 627-9212 or (850) 510-4635 or 

Scott and Jo Stokes (731) 799-3087, email: sjstokes@frontiernet.net web-site: 

www.sbarjranch.com. 

Rivers Road Trailhead - Feb. 20th on Sat. at 10:00 am  
This will be a 4 hr. ride so bring lunch and beverage. The directions are the same as for the National Forest clean-up 

scheduled I believe the following weekend. contacts: Sue Noyes  893-0277 day of ride 545-8438 or Lyn Grant 562-

0241 or day of ride 556-9730. 

Annual Trash Pick-up Day - Apalachicola National Forest 

Saturday, February 27, 2010. Start time ð 8:00 AM ð 12:30 PM 

Staging area: End of pavement of Rivers Road under the power lines 

Free lunch buffet, prepared by the Rivers Road Homeowners Association follows at 2012 Rivers Road (home of Sharon 

Gray, organizer). Our challenge is to top the whopping 15.26 tons of trash collected on March 1, 2009. We can do it! 

 No RSVP necessary. Just show up on time and help as you are physically able.  

Items to bring: Gloves, Pitchforks, Shovels, Paper feed sacks, Sense of humor 

STA contact: Twila Wilson (C: 228-3937) 

Directions to staging area: 

Go 1.25 mi south of Capital Circle on Crawfordville Hwy 

Turn right (west) on Rivers Road (200 yds past the end of the grassy median) 

Go to end of pavement (you'll see the parked cars of volunteers along side of road) 

Agenda:  

Meet at Rivers Rd 

Get instructions and updates from organizers 

Relocate to prearranged trash pickup sites (which is why you need to be on time!) 

Return to Rivers Rd for buffet lunch (12:30 PM or so) 

mailto:mailto:sjstokes@frontiernet.net
http://www.sbarjranch.com
mailto:mailto:sjstokes@frontiernet.net
http://www.sbarjranch.com
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Board Member of the Month - Terri Stallings 
Unlike many of my fellow members and board 

members, I did not get my first horse or pony as 

a child.  That is not to say that I wasnõt in love 

with them.  I lived in Colorado until the ripe old 

age of 5 years and there were two matching 

palominos who had their barn and pasture at 

the end of our street.  I can actually remember-

ing looking lovingly through the fence slats at 

those beauties.  When we moved back to St. 

Louis, there was a big pasture with two or three 

paint horses down the street from our home and 

I even had the nerve to ask someone at the 

house if I could ride the horses but she said they 

hadnõt been ridden in years and it wouldnõt be 

safe.  Picture me again looking through the 

fence slats.  I was able to ride at a local stable 

which was run by an old man who had belong 

to the last mounted unit in the US Army.  He was 

way ahead of his times.  He cut up old tires to 

shoe his horses because we rode on asphalt.  One summer, I think I was about 12; I actually got to go to a week of 

HORSE CAMP.  To this day, I remember things I learned that week.  Like leaning into your horse to make him lift his foot 

so you could clean it. 

Fast forward to 1986.  I met a young woman where I worked who actually had her own horse.  Needless to say, I latched 

on to her in a flash and I became friends with my first horse folks.  Moreover, horse people have been the anchor in my 

life ever since.  When my now ex-husband got tired of me helping everyone else with their horses and suggested that I 

get one of my own, well that was actually the beginning of the end of our marriage.  At the time, I was living in Clearwa-

ter, FL and there were 20-25 horses on 3.5 acres. My first horse, many of you may remember was a beautiful snowflake 

Appaloosa mare name Shasta.  She and I moved to Tallahassee in 1995.  We learned many things together and she lays 

to rest at the farm where I have boarded since 1997, Spoon Barn Farm in Calvary, Ga.   

I got my second horse, Savannah, in a divorce sale and I put together many of my skills and my bravado to make her a 

great trail horse and me a much better rider.  My beloved Savannah died of a ruptured stomach from Bute after being 

diagnosed with a manageable case of founder.  She lies next to Shasta.   

It only took me a couple of months to find my next horse, Prince.  I bought him from a STA member and he truly lived up 

to his name.  He and I even fulfilled a lifetime desire to have a driving horse.  And when I had my horrendous accident on 

December 8th, 2007 he patiently returned to the horse trailer.   

This is where my dearest friends in STA and all my horse friends here in Tallahassee, the surrounding counties and south 

Ga. come into play.  My closest friends rallied around me in the emergency room and in the ICU at TMH.  They got the 

word out to everyone else.  Even though I donõt remember many details about those first days I know my horse friends 

were by my side, praying and advocating for me when I was only there physically.  Then when STA took the giant step of 

sponsoring a benefit trail ride and Suzanne Lane planned a raffle to raise money for my medical bills by raffling off 
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beautiful Jessie I knew what truly devoted friends I possessed.  After that I started to attending board meetings regularly.  

When my place of employment was due to close at the end of March 2008 I knew I could never leave Tallahassee to 

pursue the position they were offering in Valdosta.  I would never find a better family than the one that supported me 

through my darkest hours. 

Unfortunately, I had to have Prince put down this past summer because of a bad case of heaves.  I lost a true and de-

voted friend, one that took me down a new road.   

I am now on a new and exciting adventure with my new horse, Star.  She is a rescued Tennessee Walking horse from over 

in Santa Rosa County.  We are learning something new yet again.  Actually Iõm the one learning new stuff, natural horse-

manship.  Star, of course, knows it all; I just have to learn how to ask.  I hope that by late spring or early summer you will 

see Star and I on rides.   

Terri getting ready to 

draw the winning raffle 

ticket at her Benefit 

ride, April 2008. 


