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President s Message

STA was very busy in July. Fortunatel
a |l ot of the acti
jecting ourselves and our horses to the
Summer heat. We had some rides
aimed at trying to avoid the hot tem-
perature, but we also conducted a
quarterly meeting in an air conditioned
restaurant! In addition to these planne
activities, other meetings took place to
move our dream of a marked trails sys
tem and a campground closer to realit
You will read all about these activities
in this newsletter and it is my hope tha
you will catch the enthusiasm that is
building in many of us and that you will
be ready to spring into action when
called upon to write letters of support

for the trails system.

close to needing your involvement, so
stay tuned! Your opportunity to really
make a difference is truly drawing
near!

See you on the trail!

Sue Noyes

August 2010
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Project Updates
ApalachicolaNationalForest

Alice Crum Lyn Granf Sue Noyesand Linda Vauseattended a meeting with Susan Matthews, Florida Na-
tional Forests Supervisor, Marcus Beard, Apalachicola National Forest District Ranger, and Terri (?) on July
di scuss the status of the marked trails system f
in a year. Sue Noyes updated her on the forthcoming trails websiterorisitFlorida.coand how it is

bringing focus on the need for the trails and campground so the Tallahassee area can attract economic and
tourist dollars. She also announced the volunteer services of Mike Dunaway, a professional engineer, to ide
and possibly permit the road crossing over SR20. Mike has the approval of the Division of Forestry and he v
be looking at the national forest land area between Coe Landing Road and the old, unused drag strip. Itis
possible SR 20 is a designated scenic byway and funds may be available to help with the crossing. The US|
indicated identifying the crossing will help them with their planning for the connector trail to facilitate planning
for the campground. Discussion ensued on the approved but undeveloped equestrian trailheads. It was det
mined there are no funds available to complete them. A design and cost estimate will be developed by the
USFS and Marcus Beard is the contact person. The Capital City to Sea Loop recreational trail was discusse
it is planned in the area between Spring Hill Road and SR 319, where the proposed marked horse trail syste
is located. It was determined OGT is working on this and a meeting has been held with the USFS with the o
come for exploration to continue but no NEPA action is underway and not anticipated for quite some time. S
brought this subject up to determine the status and informed the USFS a motion was passed to allow multipl
use on our marked horse trail, if needed, as long as it is not paved. Talks ensued about marked horse trails
the St. Marks Rail Trail. This area was not included in the current NEPA process because renovations are
made to the mountain bike trails. A marked horse trail system has not been ruled out and would create a pa
nership with another state entity, OGT. It was determined the NEPA process on the first phase of marked h
trails is nearly complete and should be out for public comment soon. A major effort will be made to get many
letters of support from the general public all over Florida and Georgia.

Proposed Campground at Lake Talquin State Forest

Mike Dunaway, PE, PG, of Unaka Consulting has volunteered to identify two proposed trail crossings over S
and to obtain a permit for the one selected by DOF. This work was approved by the Division of Forestry and
will unify the partnership between DOF and the USFS and make their planning efforts easier. We are excit
to have Mike working with us and thank him for stepping forward. AnotheMMikikeMathersof Mathers

Electric, one of our business members, has also volunteered to assist STA with the campground planning ef
He does solar installations and electric generators as well as other electrical work. We thank him, too.
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Friends of Florida State Forests

At a meeting on June 28ue Noyeswvas reelected Secretarfreasurer of Friends of Florida State Forests.

STA will partner with this 501(c)(3) organization in the future as our banker when we begin soliciting donatiot
for the proposed campground at Lake Talquin State Forest. Other officers are: Jim Karels, President, and
Charles Maynard, Vice President. There are two other equestrians on the board: Medora Mullins from Pens
cola and Helen Koehler from Morriston.

Visit Florida Trails Website

Sue Noyesattended a meeting on July 7 regarding an effort by Visit Florida and the Office of Greenways &
Trails to launch a Trails Website on October 4. The site will debut with 108 trails; additions will be included
after that as long as the trails meet certain criteria, such as two miles long and a designated trail manager. £
breakdown of the initial trails revealed the following: 4 special designation trails, 69 paddling trails, 1 off
road biking trail, 26 multiple use trails and 9 equestrian trails. To access the siteventeisitflorida.coran

your computer and search by activity, city or trail name. On the specific trails page, a google map with zoom
function will be included and a link through OGT to printable maps, and a listing of nearby activities and ac-
commodations. If you search by city you will get trails within20X6ile radius. They are also planning to
include a way to indicate trails closed during hunting season or due to flooding, etc., and a real time link to tr
trail manager. It is expected the trails website will increase raaged tourism to Florida. Our mission is to
use this to new tool to spur activity on our projects.

Lake Talquin State Forest Liaison Meeting

Suzanne Lanand Sue Noyesattended the Liaison Meeting on July 8 to be updated on activities going on in
the forest. The gas pipeline has been bored under the Ochlocknee River and the construction crew is doing
good job of minimizing damage to the environment. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is pla
ning some night hunts for hogs this coming season as they are quite prevalent on the forest. Marti Miller re-
ported the proposal to improve the west equestrian trail is before the Division of State Lands for approval. T
east trail needs a silt fence on the water crossings. STA has volunteered to help with this maintenance work
The Rocky Comfort tract will be replanted in pines in January 28d4anne Lanevas appointed to repre-

sent STA on the management advisory user group for the updating ofykearli@source management plan

for Lake Talquin State ForesBue Noyeaupdated everyone on the status of the trail system in the national
forest and pointed out this is the first step to be completed so we can move ahead with the proposed camp-
ground. STA was thanked by the Florida Trail Association representative for being environmentally sensitiv
the trails at Ft. Braden regarding the planning for the proposed trail crossing over SR 20.

Friends of the Miccosukee Greenway

Susan Szymanskand Sue Noyesattended the July 21 meeting. The management plan for the greenway is
up for review in 2012 and a 13nember committee will be set up to review the plan and accept public input.
The committee will consist of representatives of several county, state and regional agencies and seven citize
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appointed by the county commissioners. Applications are on line and can be accessed through the Leon Co
webpage. After the appointments have been made, the committee will convene public meetings to get the p
l'icds input . Wayne Tedder and Brian Wi ebler att
members on their recommendation for the road to
development north of the greenway and westbdl After much exploration, Wayne said they have decided

to stick with the already approved 100 ft. easement at Arendell Road. They are anxious to align the new roa
in a way to avoid removing any trees but will stay within the 100 ft. easement. The city has scheduled a joint
meeting with the Canopy Road Committee and Friends of the Miccosukee Greenway on August 16 to discus
proposed alignment for the new road. Ansie visit will be planned prior to this meeting so these groups can
make a decisiononthe®® egar di ng supporting the cityds recon
tion Planning Authority is working to have its revised transportation plan finished by the end of 2010 and the
city wants this road in the plan. Tony Park, Director of County Public Works reported that a sublease amen
ment with the state is needed to incorporate an existing 30 ft. easement through the greenway for the churct
just west of the Arendell Road Easement. The amendment will need approval of the county commissioners.

Classifieds

NOTEYou must be a current member to place an ad. All ads are due by the 20th and will run 2 months. Ads
be resubmitted if you want to run them again. To place an adsexhaibfprints@southerntrailriders.org

STA Liability Signs & Car Tagwailable; Call Jud Curtis at 85878-4495 for more information.

STA Tshirts, sweat shirtspolo shirts & ball caps available; Call Linda Vause at (850)8885 for more
information.

Horse Boardingnext to the Wakulla State Forest with thousands of acres to ride with out trailering your horse.
One mile into Wakulla county and 15 minutes from the Capital Building. For more information call Jeel at 85(
443-4437. (sep)

Room for renin my home$400 per month includes utilities, cable and shared bath. Washer, Dryer and
Kitchen privileges. Keep your horse here. Close to Hwy 27ldhaall Karen 856656-6735 for more infor-
mation (sep)


mailto:stahoofprints@southerntrailriders.org?subject=Ad%20for%20Newsletter

July 31, 2010, 9 A.M.- Rivers Road

This ride has been changed to a shorter ride. The Blue trail has been shut down because they have started \
on the new gas line and it is impossible to get through. We will do the Silver trail and some of the Blue and
may come back the scenic wayme thing new we discovered. Bring a lunch. Directions: Go 1.2 miles south of
Capital Circle on Crawfordville Hwy. Turn right (west) on Rivers Road and go to the end of pavement and pa
under the power line. Ride contdgtn Grant562-0241, day of ride 556-9730.

August 4, 20100 Board MeetingContact a board member for more information if you would like to
attend.

August 14, 2010, 10:00 a.m- Lost Lake

We will ride about two hours and then swim! Ride Coriidditough, Home (850) 92@©141. Cell (850) 609
6212. Directions from Tallahassee, FL: Take SpringHill Road southwest. Turn right into Lost Lake Recreatiol
area. Signage is good.

August 29, 2010, 10:00 a.md Miccosukee Greenway, Crump Road

Ride ContacDiane Purvis Home 850997-4287. Cell (850) 5453068. We are parking at the Crump Road
Parking Area.Directions: Coming frori0 take exit 209B (Hwy 90 east) travel about 2 miles to the intersec-
tion of 90 and Crump Road. Turn Left onto Crump. Continue on Crump at the 4 way stop of Crump and Micc
sukee Rd. go straight through the intersection the parking area is about 200 yards and on the left.




New Member of the Montl® Ruth Reynolds, Allardt, TN

| became aware of my affection for equines when | was four years old. There were not many opportunities to ride thajpl passe
throughout my childhoegbonies, show horses, ponied green-eblisthey were never my equines. It took twenty five years bu
eventually | had the place, time and resources to have a horse of my own. My husband, Tim, and | had moved to reorth Florida
purchased a small farm in Jackson County.

My first horse, Chief, was a large strawberry roan, talented, gaited horse. Tim and | shared 19 years of trail ridihgeschwéh
Chief wuntil he passed from this |life at age 29, lawayij dgstus
dard in my life. Big horse. Big shoes to fill.

There were many horsesbhietween then and newsome | bred, some | purchased, trained and sold or placed. All of them have
been my teachers. This profile of my life with horses would not be complete without mention of the ones in my life currently

Raisin, a 1990 TWH colt | bred, has shared thousands of trail miles with me in the
Sout heast. Accompanying me on many 0
€ this place home. Raisin remains my most ever devoted and patient teacher.

The equine characters in my life also include Marcus a 1998 model TWH who has
been with us since 2003. Thoughtfully he figures out how he can get our team from
here to there and back despite his independent nature. To be honored with his
choice to engage in our partnership is a cherished gift he gives. Marc is a unique
and treasured friend and partner.

As a tweyear old TWH filly, Bell patiently indulged me as we learned to drive
together. Challenged with COPD symptoms for years, she pressed me to develop
husbandry techniques that managed and eased her discomfort. At age twenty one
years, Bell remains a valuable riding horse who negotiates the hills, hollers and
oListen to the horses. They ®icks ofieast Tannessee ékeya mourfainp goatneed to know. 6 RR

On the edge overlooking the Obey River Valley, Jamestown, 1€l in her binky on a subfreezing winter day in Tennessee
2009

I've been with my newest equine friend, Billy Ray, a young, willing, and kind saddle mule for two years. As he tedssihis les

stride, true to the nature of mules, he presses me to practice mulemanship to a heightened level each day. Learnmgmgdais"mul
and mastering its nuances, practicing the Golden Rule mor e
mules....are amongst the ways he has changed my life. | am smitten with mules and I'm not sure I'll ever get over it.

My passions include my marriage to Tim, caring for equids and dogs, the practice and teaching of telepathic commitimigation, wr
songwriting and making music, concocting new recipes, and of course the ongoing -adrahtigiag.

While living in north Florida, 1972007, when possible, | retreated back to Tennessee where | had received my undergrad degree
at UTKnoxville in 1976. Tim and | discovered the &&ch- Sout

ing trail riding destinations in the Southeast. fmanerm n g e d
home and playground.



| like maps, using them mostly to note where | want to go

and where | explored. The sun and a pistudied aware-
ness of an areads topography
Maps are the pages on which | note points of interest so |

can point them out to others. They are tools | use learn to
familiarize myself with an al
relax into communion with my mount, breathe in the magnifi-
cence of our Earth and hold the experience in my heart.

Maps and books about nets-me areas as well as often
traveled areas, are also the "things" that link me to trail

riding when I'm not actually in the saddle.

The enormity of both BSF and the Appalachicola National
Forest cause me to compare the two. As a visitor to BSF
years ago and encountering new visitors today, | am re-
minded of how daunting it can be to contemplate where to

Marc n friend & Billy Ray n Rut h, Ri cbgglrlh%)ﬁpllogn\g an%%fghvevx%aémr}g%paévﬁ hidof?remsqke% 09
trails, maps and reading materials about these areas.

Whether riding an urban greenway in Sacramento, CA, overlooking the yard at Folsom Prison, or crossing over the fieeway on t
Fl orida Greenwayés | and bridge, or resting at an ovlaites ook
of each experience are notable. Midst the hustle and bustle of life, there is a need to connect with nature thatréedlgszes

and seek to fulfill. An ease of mind, felt as one observes a trail marker up ahead, seems also universal.

Each person who trail rides does so for reasons common to other trail riders but also to satiate a compilation of paesitimg'bf
that is unique to each person. It is joining others in securing the means to pursue our passion to trail ride thbhtkihgSime.

When you simply ride the trails which are becoming part of a notated trail system in north-ké@pmiag them well trodden fehe

next user to find and use, you help me realize fulfillment in my passion. Should you choose to make a physical pcgere at a
government meeting, your presence calls attenti osaytolmvingur t
our trail system. Perhaps you, on the spur of the moment, join with a friend to pick up trash at a trailhead or dlgag artjay

riding. Whether you engage in promoting, using, developing, or maintaining our equestrian trails in north Floriddulypogtese

as | read our newsletter, and appreciate your participation in STA projects.

Pursuing our passion for trail riding. From my perspective that is what we have in common in our involvenwithoustha.in-
volvement of those dedicated to trails development, there would be no "development" and "improvement" of trails, no notation
(markers and maps) of existing trails, and no opportunity for me to pursue my passion.

Thank you for helping me pursue my passion. It's my intent to return, in kind, the favor.



