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President s Message

Spring is finally here; trees are budding out, grass is turning green and temg
tures are normalizing in a very comfortable range. Spring means new begi
nings and our newsletter is undergoing a change with this edition. We have
completed highlighting our board members. Feedback on this feature (as

highlighting general members) was positive so the board revised this featuré
showcase new members in the club as well as longtime members. This will
us to continue | earning about eac

Speaking of new beginnings, we are going to be challenged very quickly to
0Ostep up to the plated to help our

contains an appeal by Terri Stallings that outlines the basic justification for t

trail system; | hope you will help us achieve this goal by getting involved.
can be successful if we work together and keep the vision clear. When | log
back on our past accomplishments, | am proud and thankful for our succes
However, it took members working together for the overall good for that to h
pen. We are a mighty force in th
organizations that can say they are responsible for the development of ten t
in their region or that they are currently work’

on four new projec® seven if you count eacl

separate trailhead in the national forest!

See you on the tralil,

Sue Noyes
President
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Project Updates
Apalachicola National Forest

Efforts continue to obtain a meeting with Marcus Beard, head of the forest, and Cathy Briggs, project manag
so we can learn what the status is of the NEPA process and advise them of the need to include the connectc
trail to Ft. Braden in their evaluation process so planning may continue on the proposed equestrian campgro

The board is working to develop coalitions of support within the local and expanded community which includ
a willingness to open portions of our trail syst
There are two different trail efforts in the planning stages that involve the area between Crawfordville Road
and Spring Hill Road, where our major trail system is planned. Blueprint 2000 will soon update their trails plz
and it includes a multi passive use trail corridor from Tallahassee to Ft. Braden. STA met with Steve Hodge:
planner, and he requested our GPS data for their use as we had overlaid environmentally sensitive areas be
forehand so we could avoid potential conflicts. The other project is the extension of the GF&A trail into Talle
hassee as part of the Capital City to the Sea Loop Trail. Those who have travelled north on Spring Hill Roac
from SR267 are familiar with the flashing trail crossing that has been constructed near Fisher Creek. The GI
trail will be routed from there up to Crawfordville Road to connect to the existing trail portion near Capital Cir:
cle. It is unclear where this trail will go but the trail sponsors have deferred to STA on trail location since we
currently in the NEPA process for our trail system. The Capital City to Sea Loop Trail will be recognized in t
regional transportation plan. Stay tuned for further developments.

Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway

Sue Noyesattended the Friends of the Miccosukee Greenway meeting on March 17. The grant for $250,000
to be matched by Leon County was approved at the commission meeting on February 23 and the paperwork
almost ready for submittal to OGT for evaluation and potential approval. This grant uses federal dollars and
will pay for upgrading the trail surface from Thornton Road to Crump Road. In the meantime, the grant to up
grade the trail from Edenfield Road to Thornton Road that was approved last year is still in the design phase
with Leon County Engineering. It is expected to go to bid in 30 days. The City of Tallahassee has complete
the topo contour and tree survey on Miccosukee Road in the existing 400 ft. easement area for Arendell Roe
Evaluation of the information is underway and a decision is expected soon. The city continues to use the Ed
field Road trailhead to access the new power line recently constructed on the land that abuts the greenway ¢
-10. A lock will be installed on the entrance gate onto the greenway from the trailhead so the city can contini
to have access. CNL, developer for the Welaunee Plantation family, has submitted a stormwater proposal t
DEP for their future development west of the property owned by the city and north of the greenway. It is on
private property and should not interfere with the greenway. It was noted the management plan is up for re-
newal in February 2012. A review committee will be created in September to review the plan and make rec-
ommendations for changes. Information on new requirements needed to be addressed by the committee w
be provided by the county.
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APPEAL TO STA MEMBERSHIP

All the work that STA has done over the past 20+ years is in jeopardy. Our founding members worked tire-
|l essly with US Forest Service to help them with
was requested again to GPS riding trails. We cooperated 150%, putting in around 600 hours to get them
those points. Now they dond6ét want to have anyth
disappeared.

We are being denied our share of tourism and eco
The Ocala National Forest of 383,000 acres has 125 miles of marked trails. The Osceola National Forest, n
Jacksonville, of 200,000 acres, has 50 miles of horse trails with another 17 being developed. The Apalachi-
cola National Forest with 580,000 has none. One marked trail, Vinzant Horse Trails, developed by the Girl

Scouts in the 196086s was relinguished to motori z

We can all see there is a great discrepancy here and it is multiplied by the fact that STA has done all the wot
giving US Forest Service all the help they have requested. We have even volunteered to mark the trails and
supply the trail mar ker s. I dondt think there i
SHARE. We need to go to our community leaders, businessmen, state and national representatives and del
our rights.

The officers and the board are working on letters of appeal that can be sent to many parties: area horse club
4-H groups, naturbased tourism organizations, the VISIT FLORIDA website, our own Office of Greenways &
Trails and Division of Forestry, the Red Hills organization, local feed stores, local veterinarians, farriers, gas
tions, the Chamber of Commerce, and hotel/restaurant association. We need the help of the membership to
give us the names of people that you may know personally in these organizations or businesses to aid us in
campaign to get what we being denied.

Call or email an officer or board member to get us this information. If you feel that it would help if it is directly
from you but youdre not sure exactly what to say
we can.

Terri Stallings



Ft. Braden, April 3, 2010, 9:30 a.m.

This will be a three hour ride on the east loop. Bring a lunch and enjoy it afterwards under the pavilion at the
trailhead. Ride contact: Sue Noyes &2%7; day of ride 545-8438.

St. Marks River State Park, April 17, 10:00 a.m.

This will be a two or threleour ride down two rut roads and some single track trails. The park is still under de-
velopment and they have been doing prescribed burns so we can expect to see some changes to the enviro
ment. Ride contact: Sue Noyes-8237; day of ride 545-8438

April 24 - Phipps Workday, 10:00 a.m., sponsoiSusan Szymanski

We will have a work day at Phipps Park WITHOHDRSESWe will meet at the horse trailer parking area/
trailnead off of Millers Landing Road. We will be putting in several trail markiggs in the North West cor-
ner of the park and will also flag several areas to keep the horses off the gravel roa@uagn Szymanski
850-894-0753 or (850)339-3656.

El Destino Plantation Benefit Ride, May 1, 2010, 10:00 a.m.

Please help us raise funds for a campground. Come join your friends, members and guests on a ride throug
this beautiful plantation. We can expect to see a lot of wildlife on this ride and a variety of terrain. We will
return for a catered lunch and those who want to see more of the plantation are invited on a ride that after-
noon at 2 p.m. See the attached flistay 8 is the rain date for this ride



The Kremkau Family

Hi , | dm Dawn. Looking
periences, I &m not sur e
horses. | was seven when my mother bought her fi
horse, a barrsour dappled gray quartehorse mare,
ironically named Patience. | used to sit on her bare
back in the afternoons and dream about going for a
ride, but after five or
and sidestep. Il 6d hi't
go find something else to do.

Il
—_ —

About a year later we went on a family drive, and
SURPRISE!, we stopped at a barn with a cute little
land pony. With bales of hay padding the back of a
old panel van and a plywood plank on the floor, we
had an instant horse (I mean pony) trailer. Pepper
a wonderful pony. He let me pet him and brush hi
He even ate all the app
saddle him up with a pony saddle that | bought wit
own money from a Sears catalogue. And since | ha
real riding experiences to compare it too, | never m : . —
guestioned it when time and again, just as soon as Ww
off.

At the end of our second year in Minnesota, my mother declared that she was done with the cold and the snow, and b
we came to good old sunny Florida, without Patience and Pepper.

As | was leaving horses behind at the ripe old age of nine, Scott, also nine, was learning more about them at a summe
camp. He was learning to feed, groom, and clean stalls. It was Witch Doctor, a pony, who taught Scott about the kee
pain involved when a rear hoof makes contact with the supple area of skin and muscle just inside the upper thigh. In s
of the trauma caused by his first love, over the years, he enjoyed riding the various mares that his Aunt Deborah (and
others) owned.

It wasndt wuntil we were sixteen, and dating, that ei
ugly black and white appaloosa. He had a mostly black head with a mostly white body, and when he was wet, he turn
blue. His name was Boogie, and | think what most endeared me to him was his spunk. You see, he tried to buck me
during our initial rideé | just had to buy him.

Scott and | spent the next couple of years riding off into the sunset. We were either doubled up on Boogie or Scott wa
riding my motherds thoroughbred, Cincher. Boogie an
escaping the watchful eyes of my parents.

Kaitlynds horse, Little Man, was purchased shortly a
remaining old horse, to be lonely. Who knew the purchase of a young and rideable horse would be like releasing a vir
to run rampant through the family?



My mot her, who hadndt been riding in

years, just couldndt stand the thought of not
riding with her granddaughter, so Kojak,

the Tennessee Walker, joined the ranks.

Eventually, | felt the familiar tug at my

heartstrings, and decided that it was time

to ride again. Scout, a bay and white

paint, Missouri Fox Trotter, much like Boogie

in personality, has not only filled a hole in

my heart, but left his fair share of bruises

on my body (and Scottdés)é Aint it great!

Todd began riding in a buddy saddle be-
hind Kaitlyn when he was about four. He
called it buttback riding. Last summer, we
broke down and bought Cassidy, a quarter
horseMissouri Fox Trotter mix. He was half
starved and lame, but after six months of

steady meals and a | ot of TLC, heds buil't
back most of his muscle mass and turned

into quite a good childds horse and Toddds
best friend.

And now itds Scottds turn. Once wedve
fenced the few acres that Scott has recently

cl eared, we ol | have enough pasture, and

hopefully, by the end of the summer, Scott
will have a horse that he can finally call his
own.

Now that wedre riding as a family, we |l ook
forward to new adventures as we get to

know all of the members of the Southern

Trail Ri dersd Association.



